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School building program heats up during the summer

May 23, 2009

May 22, 2007 was the last
day of school for more
than 174,000 students
enrolled in Orange County
Public Schools (OCPS).
When students leave their
classrooms for the
summer break, that's when
the professionals in the
school district's Design
and Construction
department accelerate
their work.

This summer OCPS
Design and Construction
has 20 projects under
construction that are
budgeted at more than
$546 million. In the
planning/design stages 21
projects are being
developed.

“We have one of the most
successful and aggressive
school construction
programs in the country,”
said Superintendent
Ronald Blocker. “Our
Design and Construction
team is dedicated to

completing projects in time
for the start of school and
within budget.”

“When students are out for
the summer, its crunch
time for our employees
and contractors,” said
Chief Facilities Executive-
New Construction Patrick
Herron. “We crank it up a
few notches so that new
facilities will be ready
when students return to
school.”

“During the summer we
have a window of
opportunity to complete
projects we are working on
and start new ones,” said
Chief Facilities Executive-
Renovations Glen White.
“The summer is our time to
both reap and sow.”

Since 2003, the district has
opened 18 new schools to
relieve overcrowding,
replaced 6 schools and
completed the renovation
of 10 schools. The projects

have been paid for using
several funding sources
including sales tax
revenues, Certificates of
Participation (COPs), class
size reduction money from
the state and local impact
fees.
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The School Board of
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status, disability or any
other reason prohibited by
law. The Equal Opportunity
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compliance is Catherine
Van Kirk, EEO & Legal
Services, who may be
contacted at the
Educational Leadership
Center, 445 W. Amelia
Street, Orlando, Florida
32801, 407-317-3411.
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